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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


sionally baffle every expectation of the physician, and in which we are obliged to 
change from one remedy to another, from the consciousness that we have not as 
yet precisely ascertained all the points connected wit-h the disease, you will fmd 
this herb sometimes answer the end proposed. Dr. Begbie, who, in the year 1825, 
published in the “Edinburgh Medical and Chirurgical Transactions” the result 
of some experience, states that he considers the narcotic properties of this plant 
As decidedly superior, in some cases, to those of other medicines of that class, and 
he details instances illustrative of its sedative powers. In no case did he per¬ 
ceive any bad effect, with the exception of, in one instance, an unpleasant nerv¬ 
ous sensation in the throat. You will find, from one of the periodicals, that Dr. 
Elliotson has given stramonium at St. Thomas’s Hospital; in the year 1828 some 
reports of the cases appeared. He very successfully treated a neuralgic affec¬ 
tion of a very severe character, by giving a grain ef extract of stramonium an 
hour before the' accession of the paroxysm, which was intermittent; on the third 
day the excruciating pain was mitigated, the dose was then increased one half, 
and in ten or twelve days the disease was cured. In another instance he com¬ 
bined mercury with stramonium, and when ptyalism was superinduced the pain 
ceased, and a cure was effected.— Lancet. 

11. Smoking of Stramonium as a remedy for Asthma. By G. G. Sigmond, M. D., 
&c.—The first legitimate introduction of the datura stramonium, as a remedy for 
asthma, and otjier pulmonary affections, is to be attributed to Dr. Sims, who 
very strongly recommended smoking the herb. It was in the year 1802, that 
General Gent, on his return from India, gave to that learned physician and ac¬ 
complished botanist, a remedy which was. used in the east as a specific for 
relieving the paroxysms of asthma, and told him that it was prepared from the 
roots of the wild, pnrple-flowered thorn-apple, the datura ferox. The roots, it 
appeared, were cut into slips, as soon as they were gathered; they were then ex¬ 
posed in the dry air, in the shade, until all moisture had completely evaporated; 
they were then beaten into fibres, very much resembling in appearance dry 
hemp. When the remedy was to be tried, these shreds were placed in the bulb 
of a pipe, either with or without tobacco, according as the individual had been 
previously accustomed to smoking or not, and then inhaled, after being kindled, 
m the usual form. This plan and mode of treatment had received the sanction 
of the highest medical authorities in India, and Dr. Anderson, physician-general 
at Madras, not only recommended it, but is said to have bad recourse to it him¬ 
self. 

Dr. Sims, in one of the periodicals of that day, related a case in which he was 
induced to administer this remedy. The daughter of an eminent physician 
laboured under phthisis pulmonalis, combined with asthma, as it appeared to 
him, from the frequency of the paroxysms of difficulty of breathing, not usual in 
pure phthisis, at least in so early a stage of the disorder; with a view of alleviat¬ 
ing these.distressing paroxysms, he recommended a trial of the datura, as given 
to him by General Gent; the relief obtained was far beyond his expectation; and, 
although the lady gradually sank under the incurable disease, yet she continued 
to experience throughout its progress, even to the last, the greatest comfort from 
its use. He then recommended it to Mr. Toulmin, of Hackney, who had for 
several years suffered frequent paroxysms of asthma; he was much benefitted by 
it, and having exhausted all the stock given him by Dr. Sims, he determined, oh 
the suggestion of the Doctor, to supply its place with the datura stramonium, 
which he found equally serviceable. * * * * Dr. Bree, in a letter published in 
1811, states, that from the beginning of the year to the month of April, he had 
seen eighty-two patients who had smoked stramonium; those who had derived no 
permanent good effect were fifty-eight out of that number, the remaining twenty- 
four had been all of them more or less injured, and some of them destroyed, by 
the practice. Of the fifty-eight, eleven certainly Were not in a state to try the 
remedy, and whether the others, derived even temporary relief we are not told. 
He gives in the list of twenty-four, seven patients with phthisis, who evidently 
ascribe the natural course of the disease to the bad effects of the herb. He states 
an instance in which epilepsy occurred to a lady advanced in life, who had never 
before bad any attack of the kind; be likewise adduces instances where the worst 
symptoms had rapidly supervened, but they were in constitutions highly debili- 
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tated, and in cases where the difficulty of breathing was the result of organic 
changes of the most important viscera, and where disease would, under any cir¬ 
cumstances, have rapidly developed itself. 

But an event occurred which naturally excited amongst the afflicted with this 
disease a very strong sensation, and overwhelmed with dismay the advocates of 
smoking stramonium. In the periodicals of the day will be found the remarkable 
history of the fate of a-gentleman, deservedly esteemed and regarded, who, with 
a zeal highly praiseworthy, had materially assisted in the introduction of this, 
which he believed to be so valuable a remedy for an afflicting disorder. At that 
time, delicacy to the parties prevented the name of the individual, whose loss 
was much deplored, from appearing; but, as time has worn away the necessity 
for such a feeling, and as the case has become one almost of medical history, I 
may state to you, that the gentleman whose name I have mentioned to you as the, 
person who had brought with him the datura from Madras, and had given it to 
Dr. Sims, is the unfortunate subject of my present narration. 

Sir George Gibbs, a physician of high character and talent, was suddenly call¬ 
ed on to attend this gentleman at Bath. He found him in a comatose state; he 
appeared stunned, and his resolution was impaired; his head was reclining on a 
sofa; the pulse was scarcely perceptible, and the carotid arteries had little or no 
pulsation. It appeared, on inquiry, that the gentleman had smoked stramonium 
on the previous evening, in consequence of his having been much affected with 
shortness of breath; he had then exhibited symptoms of stupor. He arose the 
next morning, in a heavy, comatose state; a large blister was applied to the back, 
purgatives were administered, and a draught of camphor and squills. On the 
second day, the blister and the purgatives had produced their wonted effect, and 
the mental faculties were somewhat recovered. On the third day his recollection 
was much better, his pulse was perceptible, and some return of shortness of 
breath had occurred. On the fourth day he suddenly expired after dinner, either 
whilst sleeping, or immediately after waking. Dr. Parry, who was the nearest 
physician, was, at the spur of the moment, as he lived close by, sent for; but he 
found him dead, upon his arrival. The patient was of a full habit; he bad been 
affected, about twelve months before, with wheezing and cough, from which he 
recovered, under the care of Dr. Gibbs, by ordinary treatment. At the com¬ 
mencement of this last attack, he had, without any consultation with his medical 
adviser, smoked largely of stramonium three or four times. ****** 

In pure spasmodic asthma, during the paroxysm, stramonium may be smoked, 
where there is not the slightest tendency to apoplexy, epilepsy, or paralysis. 
Where dyspnoea is present, or constant difficulty of breathing, it is not to be 
recommended, nor where the embarrassment is the result of hydrothorax, or of 
diseased abdominal viscera. It is only to be pursued for a very short lime, and 
the intervals between inspiration should be long; when the slightest giddiness 
comes on it must be immediately given up; the saliva should be swallowed. The 
patient should, if possible, avoid sleeping immediately after its use, and in prefer¬ 
ence should take moderate exercise.— Ibid. 

12. Treatment where poisonous effects supervene during the smoking of Stramo¬ 
nium. By G. G. Sigmond, M. D.—Should incoherent talking, flushed face, alter¬ 
ation of vision supervene during the smoking of stramonium, it should imme¬ 
diately be discontinued; nor should it be perseveied in, if relief be not very 
speedily obtained, for, from the circumstances I have mentioned, the expected 
ease should be almost immediate. The fumes of the more decided narcotic, 
opium, inspired only once or twice, has as much influence as a grain of the drug. 
Should stupor, delirium, tremor, convulsions, and coma occur, you will find that 
affusion of cold water upon the head, or sprinkling it well with water, slightly 
acidulated, will be the best step to be taken for instantaneous relief, and then the 
administration, internally, of diffusible stimuli. One of the most striking means 
of restoring a patient under such circumstances, if the apparatus be at hand, is 
the injection of a lavement containing camphor, for no sooner is it introduced 
than it is found in the pulmonary transpiration, which you will immediately re¬ 
cognise by the odour of the expired air; the quantity used must be very small, for 
the stimulus to the system is very great. If a strong solution of camphor be in¬ 
jected into the rectum of an animal, the effect is very extraordinary; on some 
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